
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time – B 
(Lay Witness Talks) 

 

It’s easy to lose sight of how radical Christianity is.  The 
conversation the disciples carried out on the road while 
journeying through Galilee is probably not that surprising to us.  
We encounter one-up-manship and that clamoring to be on top 
every day and in a myriad of forms.  Jesus confronts that attitude 
head on, but one conversation about the subject surely was not 
enough to put the sin aside. 

Today’s gospel provides us with another setting for the same 
phenomenon.  Someone outside the group has healed in Jesus’ 
name without permission.  “How dare he!” is the first response.  
Not “Praise God for this miracle,” but “we need to stop him.  
He’s stealing our thunder! 

Jesus, whose name was actually the one that was being used, is 
much more placid about the whole thing. His argument is 
airtight:  If someone is healing in my name, he’s not likely to 
speak ill of me.  He could have added, “Plus, healing occurred.  
Someone is now whole who wasn’t before. That’s a good thing, 
right?” 

The difference between the disciples’ response and Jesus is that 
Jesus always operates from an awareness of his mission, why 
God the Father sent him into the world in the first place.  
Everything is measured according to that standard.  The 
disciples, on the other hand, measured things on the basis of 
self-interest.  They did not want any competition.  They did not 
want to be overshadowed by someone who might have been 
more successful than they were, or who might have found his 
way into their company and upset the pecking order they were 
trying to establish.   



That’s one of the basic challenges of Christianity and living the 
life of faith:  will the grace God bestows on us be used for the 
sake of his mission and what he want to accomplish for the 
world, or will it be coopted for the sake of our own self-interest, 
as noble as it might be.   

How easy it is, to focus our prayer, for example, on what we 
need God to do for us, and forget the Our Father, especially the 
parts “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done.” 

The temptation to put Jesus to work for our purposes runs so 
deep and is so pervasive, that we need to check ourselves daily 
about our intentions.  Why are we praying?  What do we hope to 
gain from it?  Is it merely a way of providing God with 
information about how he can help us in our need?  Or is there a 
willingness to make ourselves available to what God would have 
us do? 

Ultimately, talking about service and a spirituality of 
stewardship can only fit into the second category.  I’ve asked 
members of our parish who I have observed living from a 
service and stewardship perspective to offer a reflection on how 
they fold that into their lives and what they have discovered 
about the goodness of God in the process.   
 


